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contrary to this our royal commandment, and seize the same,
and do their uttermost endeavours as well for suppressing
thereof as for bringing the offenders unto justice . . .

[Dated 25 Sept. 1622.]
Rymer's F&dera, vol. XVII. p. 523.

2. Proclamation^ 1624.

A proclamation against seditious, popish and puritanical hooks
or pamphlets.

For that the printing, importing and dispersing of popish
and seditious books and pamphlets and seditious puritanical
books and pamphlets ... is grown so common end practised so
licentiously, both to the traducing of religion and the state, as
that great inconveniences may grow thereby if they be not pre-
vented and punished; therefore we do straitly charge and
command that from henceforth no person or persons whatsoever
presume to print any book or pamphlet concerning matters of
religion, church government or state within any our own
dominions, which shall not first be perused, corrected and
allowed under the hand of the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury,
the Lord Archbishop of York, the Bishop of London, the Vice-
Chancellor of one of the Universities of Oxford or Cambridge
for the time being, or one of them, or some other learned person
or persons to that purpose appointed by them or one of them;
and that no merchant or other person whatsoever from hence-
forth presume to import into this kingdom any such book or
pamphlet and offer the same to sale or otherwise dispose thereof,
before the same be first perused and allowed by the Lord
Archbishop of Canterbury [and others as before] ... and that
no ... person whatsoever shall from henceforth presume to sell
or offer to sell or otherwise disperse ., . any such book or
pamphlet not so perused and allowed, upon pain of our high
displeasure and such, other severe punishment as by our laws
or by our prerogative royal may be inflicted upon them for such
their contempt.

And we do straitly charge and command all ... our officers
and ministers whatsoever and all other our loving subjects to
whom it shall appertain, and especially the master and wardens